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was adopted, Talleyrand found the buildings of that ambitious town "disputing] the ground with trees whose stumps have not yet been removed." l
Such were the means of communication of a people scattered over a territory of almost half a million square miles. The total population of the United States was about three and a quarter millions; the same part of the country to-day has a population of not far from fifty-five millions. Including cities, and adding to these the more thickly settled portions adjoining them, there were not in the original States seven men, women, and children, all told, to the square mile. If we add Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio, Illinois, and Indiana, into which the restless settlers already were moving, the people then living in the United States were fewer than five persons to the square mile.
The various little clusters of this scanty and widely separated population were almost entirely out of touch one with another/ Inhabitants were scattered through those far-flung stretches called the United States, but they were not a people. Scarcely any communication existed between them; while such a thing as mail service was unknown to all but a comparatively few thousands. It required six days and sometimes nine to carry mail between Boston and New York. As late as 1794 a letter of Jefferson, then in Charlottesville, Virginia, to Madison at Philadelphia, reached the latter nine days after it
journey the roads being rendered impassable."    (Baily's Journal
(1796-97), 107.)
" l Memoirs of Tatteyrand: Broglie's ed., i, 177.